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THE LEEDS PHILOSOPHICAL AND LITERARY SOCIETY, founded in 1819, has played 
an important part in the cultural life of Leeds and the region. In the nineteenth century it was in 
the forefront of the intellectual life of the city, and established an important museum in its own 
premises in Park Row. The museum collection became the foundation of today’s City Museum 
when in 1921 the Society transferred the building and its contents to the Corporation of Leeds, 
at the same time reconstituting itself as a charitable limited company, a status it still enjoys 
today.  

 
Following bomb damage to the Park Row building in the Second World War, both Museum 
and Society moved to the City Museum building on The Headrow, where the Society continued 
to have its offices until the museum closed in 1998. It is anticipated that the new City Museum, 
due to open in 2008, will once again be home to the Society’s offices. In 1936 the Society 
donated its library to the Brotherton Library of the University of Leeds, where it is available for 
consultation. Its archives are also housed there. 

 
The official charitable purpose of the Leeds Philosophical and Literary Society is (as newly 
defined in 1997) “To promote the advancement of science, literature and the arts in the City of 
Leeds and elsewhere, and to hold, give or provide for meetings, lectures, classes, and 
entertainments of a scientific, literary or artistic nature”. The Society is keenly interested in 
cultural developments in Leeds and the region, and is constantly looking for new ways to 
further its aims. 

 
Applications for membership should be made to the Hon Treasurer. An application form is 
provided at the back of this booklet. 

 
Website:  www.leedsphilandlit.org.uk 
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THE LEEDS PHILOSOPHICAL AND LITERARY SOCIETY LIMITED 
187TH ANNUAL REPORT FOR 2006-2007

 
 
 
 
The Council presents its report and financial statements for the year ended 30 September 2007.  
The financial statements comply with current statutory requirements and with the requirements of 
the Society's memorandum and articles. 
 
 
CONSTITUTION 
The Society is a company limited by guarantee governed by its memorandum and articles of 
association. Membership is open to anyone on payment of an annual subscription of £18 which 
is due on 1 October each year. Only those members who have paid or have been elected to 
Honorary Membership are entitled to vote at the AGM. 
 

 
STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT 
The members of the Council are considered to be both directors for Companies Act purposes 
and trustees for Charities Act purposes. One third of the members of Council retire by rotation 
at each Annual General Meeting (normally held in December), when appointments or 
reappointments are made. The Council has powers to co-opt to its membership. Membership of 
the Council takes into account the need to have members with expertise to cover the variety of 
activities of the Society. 
All members of the Society are notified prior to the AGM of the names of the Council members 
who are due to retire and are invited to submit nominations. Of those members who retired at 
the AGM held on 6 December 2006, Dr C Hammond did not seek re-appointment, Drs P J 
Evennett and C J Hatton and Mrs P Wainwright were reappointed and Dr E Reed was elected 
to the Council.  
 
The Officers of the Society are elected by and from the members of Council at the first meeting 
of Council following the Annual General Meeting; at the Council meeting on 18 January 2007, 
Dr Hatton was elected as President, Dr Lydon as Secretary and Professor North as Treasurer; 
Professor Seaward  was elected as Vice-President.  
 
Council met on six occasions during 2006-2007.  Parts of its business were delegated to the 
following committees: Grants, Events, and Publications, chaired by Dr Hatton, Dr Jakeways, 
and Mr Hirschmann respectively. These committees are required to act in accordance with the 
Society’s Objects and Policies, and their recommendations are put to the Council for its 
approval. 
 
Mr Norman Madill has continued as Assistant Secretary, managing the Society’s links with its 
members, the sale of its publications, and other necessary administrative matters. 

 

 

 



THE SOCIETY'S OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES  
 

General 
The Society is an educational charity, whose principal objects are ‘To promote the advancement of 
science, literature and the arts in the city of Leeds and elsewhere, and to hold, give or provide for 
meetings, lectures, classes, and entertainments of a scientific, literary, or artistic nature’. In 
furtherance of these objects the Council’s policy has been to disburse its income as follows by: 

• providing grants for purposes of research, publication, or artistic performance 
• awarding prizes 
• providing a programme of public lectures relevant to the Society’s objectives 
• supporting the work of the City of Leeds Museums & Galleries 
• supporting other activities in Leeds of a scientific, literary or artistic nature. 

 
Grant-making policy 
In making grants to promote the advancement of the Society’s objectives, the Council places 
particular emphasis on (but does not limit its grants to) support for citizens of Leeds engaged in 
academic and scholarly activities, especially those relating to Leeds and its immediate area. It 
does not normally give grants in general support of students on taught courses. The value of 
grants is normally in the range £100 to £2,000, although this limit may be exceeded in special 
circumstances. The Council is keen to support new endeavours by the award of ‘pump-priming’ 
grants. 
 

 
ACHIEVEMENTS AND PERFORMANCE 

 
During the 2006-2007 session, the Society continued its recent successes in fulfilling its 
aims as listed above, including a growing number of artistic and scientific events for 
members and non-members as detailed below.  During the year the Society lost 6 
members through resignation or death and welcomed 21 new members, so that at the 
end of September 2007 the total number stood at 156.  

 
Events 
The regular monthly events continued to be well supported and were clearly welcomed by 
those attending. The following events took place: 

 
• An Evening with Prof. Duncan Dowson, preceded by dinner 
• Pre-Bonfire Night Spectacular (Mike Hoyland)  
• AGM, Dinner and Speaker (Professor John Holman) 
• Furnaces and Fuel: New perspectives on the mediaeval and early modern iron-

industry of Bilsdale and Rievaulx, North Yorkshire (Jane Wheeler) 
• Finding my feet as an MP (Greg Mulholland) 
• The Move to the Left in Latin America (Richard Gott) 
• Science Fair in ‘The Light’ 
• Great Art: Great Stories (Edward Reed) 
• The Votes for Women Campaign 1905-14: Yorkshire’s Rebel girls (Jill Liddington) 
• Between the Poles (John Lydon) 
• Visit to Burton Agnes Hall and The Deep 
• The Arts of the Post Reformation Church (Professor Graham Parry) 

 



Prizes and Grants 
During the year the following prizes and grants were awarded by the Society:  

 

• Arthur Chadwick Prize (University of Leeds): Ryan Cawood 
• Modern Language Prize (University of Leeds): Annie Ring 
• Support of the Leeds Festival Chorus 
• Towards the George Baxter Exhibition at the Leeds Art Gallery 
• Towards the costs associated with a theatre play associated with Dorothy Squires and 

Maria Callas 
• Support of publication of biography of William Turton, Leeds tramways pioneer 
• Further support of interactive CD of the Leeds mummy by Thomas Small 
• Support of a study of the early history of the Society 
• Printing costs of four display panels in the Health Sciences Library of The University 

of Leeds 
• Towards the second phase of the dragonfly conservation project at the Rodley Nature 

Reserve Trust 
• Towards the Thoresby Society’s exhibition, The Borough of Leeds 1207-2007 
• Support of the Ilkley Literature Festival 
• Prizes for Leeds Peace Poetry Competition 2007 
• Support of exhibition Form, Shape and Space at the University of Leeds International 

Textiles Archive 
• Towards the publication costs of Weighing the World: The Reverend John Mitchell of 

Thornhill 
• Towards costs of Arts to Share project 
• Support for the creation of IT software to catalogue the historical science, medicine 

and technology holdings of the  University of Leeds 
• Support of Leeds Astromeet 2007 
• Support of the Wetherby Arts Festival 
• Towards the production costs of the satirical revue, Blackout, Blowout and Beyond by 

Nobel Laureate, Wole Soyinka  
• Towards the costs associated with a conference devoted to the music of Emmanuel 

Nunes 
 

Publications 
The Society had no publications of its own during the year. However, it supported the 
publication by the Thoresby Society of The Monuments of the Parish Church of St Peter-at-
Leeds. The Society has entered into an agreement with EBSCO Publishing, Ipswich, MA, USA 
whereby the Society’s publications will be made available online. 

 
Leeds Museums 
The Society continues its active involvement (together with the Friends of the Leeds Museums, 
the Thoresby Society, and the Leeds Civic Trust) in the planning and the development of the 
Leeds Institute building as the new Museum, and the preservation and conservation of the 
museum collections. Members of Council have had the opportunity to visit the new Museum 
following its handover by the contractors to the Museum Service prior to the fitting out phase. 
Council members have been impressed with the successful modification of this important 
Cuthbert Brodrick building. The new Museum is due to open in August 2008.  



Council were also invited to the opening of the new Discovery Centre, the Leeds Museum’s 
accessible storage facility in Carlisle Road, South Leeds. 

 

 
FINANCIAL REVIEW  
As explained below, the Society’s budget aims to fund its events, grants and publications from 
its income. In contrast to 2005/6, in which expenditure exceeded income, this year has seen the 
reverse outcome. The two main factors in this change were (1) the heavy expenditure in 2005/6 
on the publication of Building Stones, (2) a deliberate cap on the award of new grants. The 
actual total of grant payments was significantly greater than appears under ‘Resources 
Expended’ because a number of grants awarded in previous financial years became due for 
payment. These were listed under ‘Grants Payable’ and ‘Creditors’ in last year’s accounts. 
Despite the cap, the Grants Committee considers that no applications were turned down that it 
would otherwise have wished to support and the outcome has been consistent with the aim to 
balance expenditure against investment income in the medium term.  
Following discussions with Rensburg Sheppards, our investment advisers, income from 
investments has increased slightly and the Society’s investments portfolio has likewise 
increased in value.  

 
Reserves policy 
The Society holds reserves in the form of an unrestricted fund derived from past benefactions 
and its annual subscriptions, including the proceeds from the sale of the Philosophical Hall to 
Leeds City Council in 1921. The fund has increased in value over the years as income exceeded 
expenditure. Since the Society adopted its new constitution in 1997, Council’s aim in the 
medium term has been to balance its expenditure and income without depleting the capital 
value of its investments.  The Society’s income and expenditure do, however, vary from year to 
year depending on a number of factors.  The Council therefore considers it prudent to hold 
liquid reserves in the Charities Deposit Fund and current bank account.  The amount held in 
liquid reserves is a minimum of £5,000 (roughly 25% of current average annual expenditure). 
This sum may be supplemented from time to time by provision for major expenditure to which 
the Council is committed in the coming year (if the anticipated income in that year will not be 
sufficient), or for major expenditure the possibility of which it foresees over the coming five-
year period.  The policy on reserves is reviewed annually by the Council as part of its annual 
budget review. 

 
Investment policy 
There are no restrictions in the Society’s Memorandum and Articles on the Society’s power to 
invest.  The Council’s investment objectives are to maintain a level of income sufficient to fund 
the Society’s activities, while maintaining the capital value of its invested assets over the long 
term in line with inflation. To this end, it is the Society’s normal practice to reinvest realised 
gains on its assets. The Council has delegated the management of its investments on a 
discretionary basis to Rensburg Sheppards.  

 
Risk management 

1) Income: The investment managers pursue an active investment policy on the 
Society’s behalf. The arrangements are regularly reviewed by the Trustees.  

2) Expenditure: Expenditure on individual Grants, Publications and Events 
represent a small part of total expenditure and risks are minimised by standard 
procedures for authorisation of all financial transactions. The potential risks at 



the Society’s events are considered as part of the planning for them, and 
appropriate steps are taken, including the arrangement of Public Liability 
insurance as necessary. 

3) The quality of the Society’s Events and Publications and the outcome of 
Grants that have been awarded are reviewed by the Trustees at their regular 
meetings so as to ensure that all the Society’s activities are of a high standard 
consonant with its Aims. 

 

 
 

STATEMENT OF COUNCIL MEMBERS' RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

Company law requires the Council members to prepare financial statements for each financial year 
which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the Company at the year end and of the 
incoming resources and application of resources for the year. In preparing those financial 
statements, Council members are required to: 
 

• Select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently 
• Make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent 
• Prepare the financial statements on a going-concern basis unless it is inappropriate to 

presume that the Company will continue its activities. 
 

Council members are responsible for keeping proper accounting records which disclose with 
reasonable accuracy the financial position of the Company at any time and to enable them to 
ensure that the financial statements comply with the Companies Act 1985. They are also 
responsible for safeguarding the assets of the Company, ensuring their proper application in 
accordance with charity law and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection 
of fraud and other irregularities. 
 
Approved by the members of the Council on 12 November 2007, and signed on their behalf by  
 
C. J. Hatton (President) and J. E. Lydon (Secretary) 



THE LEEDS PHILOSOPHICAL AND LITERARY SOCIETY LIMITED 
 

LEGAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
       

 Constitution   Company limited by guarantee.    
  Registered number 177204    
  Registered charity number 224084   
       
 Governing document   Memorandum and articles adopted 2 July 1997.  
       
 Members of Council (who are trustees for charity law and directors for company law)  
 
 President   C J Hatton BSc, PhD, CPhys, FInstP   

 Vice-president   M R D Seaward MSc, PhD, DSc, FLS   

 Treasurer   A C T North BSc, PhD, CPhys, FInstP   

 Secretary   J E Lydon BSc, PhD    

 Joint Editors   P Wainwright BSc     

  S P Wrathmell BA, MA, MCLI, IHBC    

 Other Council members   M Dagg BSc, PhD, CPhys, FInstP   
  J N Douglas BA, MA    
  P J Evennett BSc, PhD, Hon FRMS   
  P N Hirschmann MSc, FDS, FRCR, DDR   
  R Jakeways BSc, PhD, CPhys    
  E Reed MA, PhD     
       
 Registered Office   City Museum     
  c/o Leeds Heritage Service    
  7th Floor West     
  Merrion House     
  Leeds LS2 8DT     
       
 Website  www.leedsphilandlit.org.uk   
       
 Bankers   Lloyds TSB     
  6/7 Park Row     
 Leeds LS1 1NX     
       
 Investment advisors   Rensburg Sheppards    
  2 Gresham Street     
  London EC2V 7QN    
       
 Accountant   Katharine Widdowson ACA    
  406 Otley Road, Leeds LS16 8AD   

       
       
       



  
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR ENDED  

30 SEPTEMBER 2007 
       
      Note                   2007                 2006  
           £               £             £             £  
 Incoming resources from generated funds      
  Voluntary income:       
  Subscriptions and donations             3,164            2,714  
  Grants received                    -            2,000  
  Activities for generating funds:       
  Investment income           18,030          16,930  
  Interest receivable             1,681            1,328  
 Incoming resources from charitable activities      
  Sales of publications           2            1,224               839  
  Income from events             3,214            3,219  
         
Total incoming resources           27,313          27,030  
         
       
 Resources Expended       
 Costs of generating funds       
  Investment management fees             4,113            3,979  
 Charitable expenditure       
  Costs of publications           2              581            6,742   
  Grants payable           3         11,225          19,848   
  Other charitable activities           4           1,110               968   
  Cost of events            3,515            4,087  
         
           16,431          31,645  
 Governance costs           5            3,803            3,652  
         
Total resources expended           24,347          39,276  
         
       
 Net incoming/(outgoing) resources before      
 other recognised gains and losses             2,966         (12,246) 
 Other recognised gains and losses       
 Gains/(losses) on investment assets:       
  Realised           6           3,583           (3,626) 
  Unrealised           6           3,884           7,467         19,966         16,340  
       
 Net movement in funds           10,433            4,094  
 Reconciliation of funds       
 Fund balance brought forward          417,572         413,478  
         
Fund balance carried forward          428,005         417,572  
       
       
 The Society had no recognised gains or losses other than those shown above.    
 The notes on pages ## to ## form part of these accounts.  



 
BALANCE SHEET as at 30 SEPTEMBER 2007       
       
       Note                       
                     2007                   2006  
               £            £             £            £  
       
 Fixed assets       
  Investments           6         410,306         405,824  
       
 Current assets       
  Debtors           7           1,762            3,069   
  COIF Charities Deposit Account          20,863          21,735   
  Bank current account            1,247               394   
       
          23,872          25,198   
  Creditors: amounts falling due       
  within one year           8          (6,173)        (13,450)  
         
Net current assets           17,699          11,748  
         
          428,005         417,572  
         
Funds       
  General Fund - unrestricted          428,005         417,572  
 

In preparing these unaudited accounts advantage has been taken of the exemption under section 249A(1) of 
the Companies Act 1985. No notice requiring an audit has been deposited by members under section 
249B(2). 
 
Company law requires the directors to prepare financial statements for each financial year which give a true 
and fair view of the state of affairs of the company and of the net income or expenditure of the company for 
that period and which comply with the provisions of section 226 of the Companies Act 1985. The directors 
are responsible for keeping proper accounting records which disclose with reasonable accuracy at any time 
the financial position of the company and to enable them to ensure that the financial statements comply with 
section 221 of the Companies Act. They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the company and 
hence taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities.  
 
The accounts have been prepared in accordance with the special provisions relating to small companies 
within Part VII of the Companies Act 1985.  
        
Approved by the Members of Council on 12 November 2007, and signed on their behalf by C J Hatton 
(President) and A C T North (Treasurer)   
       

The notes on pages ## to ## form part of these accounts.     



  
 NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 2007  
   
       
   1 Accounting policies       
       
 Basis of accounting      
       

The accounts have been prepared using the historical cost convention except for the inclusion of 
investments at market value, and in accordance with the Statement of Recommended Practice 
"Accountingand Reporting by Charities" revised in 2005 and the Companies Act 1985. 
 

 Company status      
       

The Society is a company limited by guarantee. In the event of the company being wound up, the 
liability in respect of the guarantee is limited to £10 per member of the charity. 

  
 Investment income      
       
 Investment income is credited when due, together with any corresponding income tax recoverable. 
       
 Publication costs      
       

All costs of academic publications are carried forward until publication and written off in that year. No 
value is assigned to any stocks the Society holds of earlier publications. 

  
 Grants payable      
       

Grants payable are voluntary payments to individuals or organisations in furtherance of the Society's 
objectives. Grants are accounted for when they have been approved by the grants committee and the 
recipient has been told of that approval.  

       
 Fixed assets investments      
       

Fixed assets investments are revalued at market value at the year end. All gains and losses, whether 
realised or unrealised, are reported on the Statement of Financial Activities. 

       
           2007         2006  
               £             £  
   2  Publications       
       
  Income from Society's publication sales            1,224               839  
       
  Costs of academic publications:       
  The Building Stone Heritage of Leeds, 2nd edition                  -            5,011  
  Launch, publicity and despatch costs                581            1,331  
       
         
                581            6,342  
       
  Grants for other organisations to publish      
  University College Dublin Press                    -               400  



   
       
  
   3  Grants payable       
       
  Projects or organisations (9 grants)             4,775          12,325  
  Individuals (3 grants)                800            4,863  
  Leeds City Council (2 grants)             1,250            1,500  
  University of Leeds (5 grants)             4,200               860  
  University of Leeds for prizes                200               300  
       
           11,225          19,848  
       
  The grant recipients are listed in the Annual Report for the year.    
       
   4  Other charitable activities       
       
  Public lectures                611               542  
  Science Fair                217               426  
  Banners to advertise events                282                   -  
             1,110               968  
       
   5  Governance costs       
       
  Annual Review 2006                621               550  
  Stationery                 140               116  
  Telephone & postage                527               609  
  Insurance                190                   -  
  Sundries                 75               147  
  Accountancy                500               480  
  Assistant secretary's honorarium             1,750            1,750  
             3,803            3,652  
       
The costs for stationery, postage and the assistant secretary's honorarium include an element of support 
costs for grant making and publication sales. This is not material and cannot be easily identified. 
       
No remuneration has been paid to any trustee in the year. No expenses (2006 - £nil) were reimbursed to 
trustees.  
  



       
   6  Fixed asset investments       
          Listed     Cash for         Total  
     Investments   investment          2006  
               £             £             £  
       
  Market value at 1 October 2006          403,176           2,648        405,824  
  Disposals at opening market value          (70,610)        (70,610) 
  Cash reinvested              7,235           7,235  
  Investment management fees             (3,531)        (3,531) 
  Acquisitions at cost           67,504          67,504  
  Net gains on revaluation             3,884            3,884  
       
  Market value at 30 September 2007          403,954           6,352        410,306  
       
  Historical cost at 30 September 2007          365,749           6,352        372,101  
       
  Proceeds of disposal of investments             74,193  
       
  Realised gain               3,583  
       
   
Analysis of investments       
       Market value   
                      30 September 2007  
                £  
  Equities listed in the UK             61,126  
  Unit trusts and investment trusts            201,446  
  Bonds and fixed interest stocks            141,382  
       
  Cash held by investment managers               6,352  
       
            410,306  
       
       
  Material investments (over 5% by value of portfolio)     
  National Grid Electricity Trading 4.75% EMTN 2010           24,153  
       



           2007         2006  
              £            £  
   7  Debtors       
       
  Income tax recoverable                 72               139  
  Investment income             1,537               895  
  Sundry debtors and prepayments                153                 35  
  Loan to Leeds Arts Collections Fund                    -            2,000  
       
             1,762            3,069  
       
The loan was interest free and was repaid out of the sale proceeds of a book on Leeds Pottery published in 
February 2005. 
  
       
           2007        2006  
              £            £  
   8  Creditors: amounts falling due       
  within one year       
       
  Grants approved but not yet paid             4,125          12,025  
  Accrued expenses             2,048            1,425  
       
             6,173          13,450  



The year’s finances at a glance 
 
We are required by law to set out our finances in the form given in the preceding pages.  In the balance 
sheet we have to include under the heading of outgoings any commitments which have been agreed that 
year (notably the grants) even though they may not be paid until the next.  Likewise, some of the grants 
that were awarded in previous years (and therefore appeared in those years’ balance sheets) have been 
paid this year.  The balance sheet includes as ‘income from events’ the payments made by members for 
meals for the ‘evening with’ meetings and the AGM dinner and the summer outing.  Expenditure on such 
events is included in the ‘cost of events’ total in the ‘expenditure’ column.  These occasions are expected 
to be more or less self financing as far as members are concerned, but the expenses include the costs of 
the Society’s guests and some room charges.  The important figure is the net cost of events (which is not 
explicitly stated in the formal accounts).  It happened that in 2006-7, a number of grants awarded in 
previous years were paid; these included the largest recent grant, of £4,000 towards the publication by 
English Heritage of ‘Religion and Place in Leeds’.  
 
The pie charts below attempt to give a simplified overall picture of our actual income and outgoings for 
the financial year 2006-7.  The first chart represents our income for the year. The second chart shows the 
outgoings, divided into the three main areas: money given in grants, net expenditure on the society’s 
meetings and other such activities, and the administrative costs of running the Society, which we make 
every effort to minimise.  The cost of Public Liability Insurance, added in previous years to the cost of the 
Science Fair, has been shown separately as it covers all of our events. We purchased 2 banners this year 
to indicate our involvement with such events and their cost has been included under ‘printing’. 
 
Our expenditure is not constant from year to year – and depends in particular on the grant applications 
that we receive and the dates on which the funds are required.  Our income also varies, according to the 
financial markets.  In accordance with our charitable status, our aim in general is to break even over the 
medium term, the consequence being that a slight surplus in one year may be balanced by a deficit in 
another.  
 
The aim of the pie charts is to give members an appreciation of the sources of our income and the use we 
made of it. 
 

Income      Expenditure 
 

investments 
£18294 

publications 
net £704 

subscriptions 
& donations 

£3143 

annual review £621 

net cost other 
events £289 

science fair £217 

assistant sec & 
accountant £2230 

printing/post £972 

public lectures £623 
grants paid 

£22225 

insurance £325 



Presidents 
 

(since the foundation of the Society) 
 
1820-26………JOHN MARSHALL 
1826-28 ..........  REV. W. H. BATHURST, M.A. 
1828-31 ..........  MICHAEL THOS. SADLER, M.P. 
1831-33 ..........  WILLIAM HEY 
1833-35 ..........  JAMES WILLIAMSON, M.D. 
1835-37 ..........  REV. JOSEPH HOLMES, M.A. 
1837-40 ..........  REV. RICHARD WINTER HAMILTON 
1840-42 ..........  ADAM HUNTER, M.D. 
1842-45 ..........  JOHN HOPE SHAW 
1845-50 ..........  REV. WILLIAM SINCLAIR, M.A. 
1850-51 ..........  WILLIAM WEST, F.R.S. 
1851-54 ..........  REV. CHARLES WICKSTEED, B.D. 
1854-57 ..........  JOHN HOPE SHAW 
1857-58 ..........  JAMES GARTH MARSHALL, F.G.S. 
1858-59 ..........  REV. W. F. HOOK, D.D. 
1859-61 ..........  REV. ALFRED BARRY, M.A. 
1861-63 ..........  THOS. PRIDGIN TEALE, F.R.S. 
1863-66 ..........  REV. THOS. HINCKS, B.A. 
1866-68 ..........  CHARLES CHADWICK, M.D. 
1868-72 ..........  JOHN DEAKIN HEATON, M.D. 
1872-74 ..........  REV. CANON WOODFORD, D.D. 
1874-76 ..........  J. I. IKIN, F.R.C.S. 
1876-78 ..........  REV. J. H. McCHEANE, M.A. 
1878-81 ..........  T. CLIFFORD ALLBUTT, M.D., F.R.S. 
1881-83 ..........  REV. JOHN GOTT, D.D. 
1883-85 ..........  J. E. EDDISON, M.D. 
1885-86 ..........  EDWARD ATKINSON, F.L.S. 
1886-89 ..........  THOMAS MARSHALL, M.A. 
1889-92 ..........  THOS. PRIDGIN TEALE, M.A., F.R.S. 
1892-94 ..........  REV. J. H. D. MATTHEWS, M.A. 
1894-96 ..........  REV. CHARLES HARGROVE, M.A. 
1896-98 ..........  EDMUND WILSON, F.S.A. 
1898-1900 ......  NATHAN BODINGTON, M.A., Litt.D. 
1900-02 ..........  J. H. WICKSTEED, President Inst.M.E. 
1902-04 ..........  ARTHUR SMITHELLS, B.Sc., F.R.S. 
1904-06 ..........  J. E. EDDISON, M.D. 
1906-09 ..........  E. KITSON CLARK, M.A., F.S.A., M.Inst.C.E. 
1909-11 ..........  REV. J. R. WYNNE-EDWARDS, M.A. 
1911-12 ..........  C. T. WHITMELL, M.A., B.Sc., F.R.A.S. 
1912-14 ..........  P. F. KENDALL, M.Sc., F.G.S. 
1914-17 ..........  REV. W. H. DRAPER, M.A. 
1917-19 ..........  JAMES E. BEDFORD, F.G.S. 
1919-22 ..........  SYDNEY D. KITSON, M.A., F.S.A., F.R.I.B.A. 
1922-24 ..........  ARTHUR J. GRANT, M.A. 
1924-26 ..........  WALTER GARSTANG, M.A., D.Sc., F.Z.S. 
1926-28 ..........  EDWIN HAWKESWORTH 
1928-30 ..........  F. W. BRANSON, F.I.C. 
1930-32 ..........  E. O. DODGSON 



1932-34 ..........  A. GILLIGAN, D.Sc., F.G.S. 
1934-36 ..........  R. WHIDDINGTON, M.A., D.Sc., F.R.S. 
1936-39 ..........  HUGH R. LUPTON, M.C., M.A. 
1939-46 ..........  W. M. EDWARDS, M.C., M.A. 
1946-48 ..........  E. A. SPAUL, D.Sc., Ph.D. 
1948-50 ..........  W. L. ANDREWS 
1950-52 ..........  J. N. TETLEY, D.S.O., LL.D. 
1952-54 ..........  TERRY THOMAS, M.A., LL.D., B.Sc., Ph.D. 
1954-56 ..........  H. C. VERSEY, D.Sc., F.G.S., 
1956-58 ..........  H. S. VICK, J.P. 
1958-60 ..........  H. ORTON, M.A., B.Litt. 
1960-62 ..........  SIR GEORGE MARTIN, LL.D., J.P. 
1962-64 ..........  E. J. WOOD, M.A. 
1964-66 ..........  R. D. PRESTON, D.Sc., F.R.S., F.Inst.P. 
1966-68 ..........  J. LE PATOUREL, M.A., D.Phil. 
1968-70 ..........  G. P. MEREDITH, M.Sc., M.Ed., Ph.D. 
1970-72 ..........  J. G. WILSON, M.A., Ph.D., F.Inst.P. 
1972-74 ..........  J. TAYLOR, M.A. 
1974-76 ..........  H. HENSON, D.Sc., Ph.D., F.R.E.S. 
1976-78 ..........  P. R. J. BURCH, M.A., Ph.D. 
1978-81 ..........  R. REED, M.Sc., Ph.D 
1981-83 ..........  LORD MARSHALL OF LEEDS, M.A., LL.B. 
1983-85 ..........  B. R. HARTLEY, M.A., F.S.A. 
1985-87 ..........  D. COX, B.A., A.L.A. 
1987-89 ..........  B. COLVILLE, M.B., B.S., F.R.C.G.P. 
1989-91 ..........  I. S. MOXON, M.A., B.A. 
1991-93 ..........  R. F. M. BYRN, M.A., Ph.D. 
1993-95 ..........  MRS J. E. MORTIMER, B.A. 
1995-97 ..........  A. C. CHADWICK, B.Sc., Ph.D., D.Sc., C.Biol., F.I.Biol., F.R.G.S. 
1997-99 ..........  O. S. PICKERING, B.A., B.Phil, Ph.D., Dip.Lib. 
1999-2003…….P. J. EVENNETT, B.Sc., Ph.D., Hon. F.R.M.S. 
2003-06………M. R. D. SEAWARD, M.Sc., Ph.D., D.Sc., F.L.S. 
2006-07………C. J. HATTON, B.Sc, Ph.D., C. Phys, F. Inst. P.
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Reports of Events 
 
New perspectives on the Medieval and Early Modern Iron Industry of Rievaulx 
and Bilsdale, North Yorkshire. Jane Wheeler, Dept of Archaeological Sciences, 
University of Bradford, 18th January 
 
For most, if not all of us, Rievaulx is an evocation of National Trust England: a ruined abbey set in a 
peaceful sylvan valley landscape of great natural beauty, far removed from the noisy motorways, retail 
parks and industrial sheds that disfigure so much of rural England. The pre-dissolution image is barely 
different: one pictures tonsured monks scything the corn, attending their flocks or illuminating 
manuscripts in their monastic cells, awaiting the call of the angelus bell to signal an end to their daily 
labours. 
 
The reality, as was made evident in Jane Wheeler’s talk, was very different. Rievaulx was a centre in 
Northern England of the iron-making trade. Bloomeries and blast furnaces filled the air with smoke and 
fumes and the valley resounded with the clang of forge-hammers. The sylvan landscape we now so 
much admire was valued for the wood which the trees provided for charcoal-making to feed those 
furnaces. In short, Rievaulx is a “brown-field” site, no different, except for the passing of the years, 
from the industrial wastelands that once characterised post-industrial Sheffield. 
 
But, as Jane pointed out, the physical evidence for this industrial activity, which extended from the 
founding of the abbey in c1132 to c1647 (ie long after Henry VIII’s dissolution of the monasteries in 
1536), is hard to find. Only a few place names – Forge Farm, Furnace Hill at Rievaulx and in Bilsdale 
to the north – provide clues. 
 
The research which Jane described in her talk (funded by the University of Bradford, the Natural 
Environmental Research Council, the Engineering Production Research Council and a grant from the 
LPLS) has been to uncover the iron-making record using a whole range of archaeological techniques. 
Excavation has revealed the sites of charcoal hearths, ore roasting, bloomery and blast furnaces. 
 
In principle, the iron-making process is very simple. The ore was “roasted” to drive out moisture and 
(some) impurities and to break up the lumps so as to obtain predominantly iron oxide in a friable state. 
This was piled up with charcoal, covered over with earth and stones and ignited. The charcoal slowly 
reduced the iron oxide to iron, but the temperatures were never high enough to melt it. After several 
days the furnace would be broken open and a semi-solid lump of iron (or “bloom”) extracted from the 
surrounding residues or “slag”. Then it would be forged and reheated (the “chafery”), the bloom 
consolidated and some of the impurities squeezed out. The product was wrought iron, distinguishable 
from the “wrought iron” of today (really, mild steel) in containing very little carbon and having 
elongated bands or “stringers” of slag running through. A lovely material! Only in post-dissolution 
times were furnaces sufficiently increased in scale and air blasted through by the prevailing wind such 
that the temperatures were high enough to melt the iron (and at the same time absorb carbon). In short, 
these furnaces were the precursors to the monster blast furnaces that we see at Scunthorpe or Teesside 
today. 
 
Much of the evidence for this activity comes from the analysis of buried pollen grains – the technique 
or science of palynology. Pollen grains reveal the types of trees that were coppiced for charcoal 
burning. The results of this exacting work are summarised in the form of a pollen diagram [cut if this 



pic not used]. Furthermore, Jane showed how the pollution – the fumes of iron oxide from a blast 
furnace – could be identified from magnetic susceptibility analysis of pollen cores extracted from the 
ground. Finally, excavation within the abbey itself had revealed no evidence that the refectory had been 
used, in post-dissolution times, as a charcoal store. 
 
In all, Jane’s talk was an eye-opener for all of us present. I for one, however, will never be able to visit 
Rievaulx without a wistful wish that at least some of those long-vanished furnaces were active once 
more. 
 
Chris Hammond 
 
 
 
Finding his feet as an MP. Greg Mulholland,  16 February 
 
Greg Mulholland is the relatively new MP  for Leeds North West, having been in Parliament only a 
little over a year, and he gave a jovial account of his initial impressions and first experiences there.  Not 
that he was new to political life; his father fought several elections – in vain; he won a prize at school 
for an essay on politics; and it was not surprising that he read Politics at York University, followed by a 
Masters in Public Administration and Public Policy in 1993. He was elected a Liberal Democrat 
Councillor for Headingley on the City Council in 2003, and settled into the bread and butter issues of 
case-work.  But he soon moved on to be thrown into the turmoil of Westminster where he found there 
was no job description available to help a new MP into the old boy network. 
 
Parliament was very exciting in parts – and very dull in other parts.  It took him six weeks to get a 
question to the Speaker, by which time he had learned that it was more important how the question was 
worded than what the answer was!  But he made it early into 10 Downing Street – by mistake – as he 
was directed to the PM’s section when he was really due to go to a committee room in No. 11.  He soon 
had lots of solid committee work on Work and Pensions, Education and Schools and  
Anti-terrorism.  But his more spectacular (and TV) activities concerned bombs in Leeds and his 
successful fight to bring about the release and home-coming of his Constituency member, Mirza Tahir 
Hussain, from near death in Pakistan after many years in prison.  He was also accidentally on the spot 
to inform a TV reporter that Mr Blunkett had failed to turn up for a committee meeting – the first 
public inkling that Mr Blunkett had resigned as Secretary of State.  And he flew down urgently from 
the Dunfermline by-election just in time to squeeze in his vote to defeat the Government bill on Works 
and Pension by the narrowest of margins.  (Which was much better than the first time he had tried to 
vote in Parliament but was a little slow, and the door was slammed in his face!)  However, he stressed 
that a very large part of his time was concerned with the problems of his constituents.  In conclusion, 
he fielded a wide variety of questions and reassured the audience that MPs are friendly people and 
usually cooperative despite party differences. 
 
The Move to the Left in Latin America.  Richard Gott, 15th March  
 
Richard Gott is a journalist and writer and an acknowledged expert on Latin America. He is seen in this 
photograph pointing to the empty plinth to Benjamin Gott in what was the LPLS room in the Central 
Library. The plinth is one of five, which held busts of founding members of the Society. The busts 
were originally placed here when the museum moved from the bombed Philosophical Hall to the 



Central Library in the 1940s but were taken down when the Library building was refurbished in 1999. 
The room has now been redesignated as a youth space and the bust and its plinth can currently be seen 
in the Discovery Centre at Clarence Dock. The bust of Benjamin Gott was made in 1855 by his second 
cousin Joseph Gott (1786-1860). Richard Gott opened his talk by explaining that he and his brother 
were the last surviving direct male descendants of Benjamin Gott. The family connection with Leeds 
had come to an end in the late 30s when his great-uncle John, a former Lord Mayor, had left the city. 
 
Richard Gott, who had first gone to Chile over 40 years ago, described the election over the past decade 
of a series of left-wing governments of varying hues, throughout Latin America, more radical in 
Venezuela, Ecuador, Bolivia and Nicaragua, more moderate in Chile, Argentina, Brazil and Uruguay. 
At the same there had been a resurgence of Cuba as a political force, Castro’s illness notwithstanding, 
and throughout Latin America the extremely impoverished indigenous Indian population, particularly 
in the cities, was becoming politically organised. Chavez, (about whom he had written a biography), 
has learnt his lesson after the failed coup and imprisonment in the early 90s and was now a democrat. 
Colombia had never been a stable country geographically and the drug industry was now spreading 
across its borders. 
 
Peter Hirschmann 
 
 
 
Science Fair 2007 
 
The Society’s annual Science Fair was held in The Light, The Headrow, Leeds, on  
10 March 2007.  The event is designed to bring together the science-based organisations in the City, to 
help them get to know each other, bring their activities to the attention of the public and thus attract 
new members, and generally foster a greater interest in science. 
 
The day began after 8.00am with members of the LPLS Council (most of whom are over 60 years of 
age) carrying heavy trestle tables up from the bowels of The Light building, and setting them up on the 
concourse. 
 
Our usual range of exhibitors from local science-based groups were present, including astronomers 
demonstrating large distant objects, microscopists close-ups of very small ones, science teachers with 
their experiments, beekeepers, dragonfly fanciers, the Leeds Café Scientifique, and others.  As usual in 
this excellent venue, we were visited by good numbers of passing shoppers, most of whom came with 
no special interest in science, but yet found themselves intrigued by what they saw. 
 
Peter Evennett 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Great Art: Great Stories.  Dr Edward Reed, 19 April 
  
Dr Reed warned that an alternative title could be “Sex and Violence” and so it proved. 
  
Before the presentation began Dr Reed discussed the logo of LPLS – Minerva (Roman) or Athene 
(Greek), goddess of the arts, sciences, learning and war. 
 
Then came the crucifixion with two figures, Virgin Mary and St. John, and a “Last Supper” to give an 
explanation of the current topic about “The di Vinci Code” 
 
We were then given a photographic tour of Temple Newsam’s art collection starting with Hercules and 
the huge and famous vase in the Great Hall showing Bacchus, satyrs, bacchantes and the disgustingly 
drunk Silenus.  Then we romped through a series of sculptures and paintings with explanations of the 
stories they were illustrating. Diana came up with the story of how Camilla was her acolyte. After the 
Temple Newsam tour more pictures followed. 
 
Dr Reed gave, from his experience, Europa and the Bull, Leda and the Swan and the Birth of Venus as 
the most frequently occurring topics from Classical Mythology. Judith and Susannah were the two 
most frequently occurring topics from the Bible, albeit in the Apocrypha, if mainstream  Christian 
Iconography is excluded. 
 
Dr Reed thanked Dr John Lydon and Major John Evans for their assistance in producing the pictures. 
 
 
Yorkshire’s Rebel Girls: the Votes for Women Campaign 1902-1914. Jill Liddington, 
17th May 
 
Jill Liddington attracted a good audience to the New (actually 1881) Room at the Leeds Library where 
she introduced us to her “Rebel Girls”, who went to incredible lengths to gain the vote for women. So 
determined were they in their aim that their campaign frequently landed them not only in court but also 
on the front pages of the tabloid newspapers. 
 
The suffragettes took their case to the House of Commons but were barred by police from entering. 
Thus it was that both Lady Harberton and sixteen-year-old Dora Thewlis, a millworker from 
Huddersfield, found themselves splashed across the Daily Mirror’s front page in March 1907. 
 
The movement’s demands were resisted by a Liberal government because it was thought that women 
with land would vote Conservative, but the women were not to be deterred. One of the National Union 
of Women’s Suffrage Societies’ most inventive publicity initiatives was a series of horse-drawn 
caravan tours that took their message to villages across the country. Fortunately, the Edwardian craze 
for picture postcards has left a rich legacy of photographs which are reproduced in Jill’s book (Rebel 
Girls, Virago Press, 2006). 
 
Among the “maverick militants” was Leonora Cohen, one minute fundraising by making marmalade 
and next making a defiant speech in court before being sentenced to prison. Then there was Isabella 
Ford, champion of women trade union members, who encouraged more 30,000 textile workers to sign a 
petition to be taken to parliament. The women became ever more resourceful. Lilian Lenton, for 



instance – “I burn empty buildings whenever I see one” - who evaded the police at the home of Frank 
Rutter, director of Leeds Art Gallery (who took care to be absent while the escape plan unfolded); 
although weakened from hunger strike, Lilian made her escape disguised as a delivery boy and 
eventually to the continent. 
 
Jill had unearthed much new material for her book and in the latter part of her talk she described her 
research methods. Although Leonora Cohen had died, aged 105, before Jill began her research, papers 
housed by Abbey House Museum in Leeds included valuable detail; 30 years after Mary Gawthorpe’s 
death in the 1970s papers were deposited by her family in a New York library, including early 
photographs. Then in 2002 the 1901 census became available online which made tracking families 
around a particular area much easier. In 2003 the centenary of the Women’s Political and Social Union 
led to Jill’s stumbling on, among Home Office papers, spy photos taken in 1913 with a long-lens 
camera, and without the prisoners’ knowledge, of suffragettes in prison. Finally, Jill outlined her 
criteria for selecting her Rebel Girls: they all operated within the geographical frame of the three 
Yorkshire Ridings, and within the period from the Yorkshire textile workers’ petition of 1902 to the 
end of the First World War – which, of course, changed everything. In 1918 women over the age of 
thirty gained the right to vote and by 1921 they were all enfranchised. 
 
Penny Wainwright 
 
 
 
An expedition to the island between the North Poles. John Lydon, 21st June 

  
The island in question is Ellesmere Island - the most northerly of the triangle of islands in the 
Canadian arctic.  It lies (or to be more precise, it once lay) on the line joining the Earth’s 
geographic and magnetic poles. This talk was a personal account of joint services expedition to 
Princess Marie Bay, an inlet half way up the east coast of the island. Because it is the most 
northerly open water accessible by boat in the Summer months, this is a region of especial 
historical and biological interest. It lies on the 19th century ‘American route’ to the pole – and 
relics of three polar expeditions were found on the shores of the bay. 
   
Most of the interior of the Island is mountainous, with a permanent snow cap. Only a narrow strip 
of lower land around the coast thaws each summer. This area is well above the arctic circle and 
during the period of 24 hr daylight, it is rich with life. The air is thick with insects. Migratory 
geese and waders arrive in May or June, breed and leave with their young at the end of August, to 
winter on European lakes and estuary mudflats. For a few weeks, every patch of stable soil is 
covered with a carpet of flowers. In the fiords there are seals and walrus and the occasional bear. 
This highly illustrated talk described the collection of biological data and specimens (and the 
hazards of travelling on sea-ice).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Outing to Burton Agnes Hall and ‘The Deep’, 18th July 
 
On Wednesday 18th July, over 40 members of the Society and their guests set out by coach for another 
two-centre excursion. The original plan had been to visit the Humber Bridge and inspect its engineering 
and constructional features, but we heard about 10 days before our scheduled visit that its visitor centre 
would be closed on the intended day; an alternative venue had to be selected at short notice and the 
choice of Burton Agnes Hall turned out to be much appreciated by members of the party. The Hall’s 
gatehouse, looking like a miniature version of the Tower of London with its 4 pepper-pot towers, 
suggests that something special is to be found, as indeed it is in a number of ways. The old Norman 
manor house, now looked after by English Heritage, is probably unique. The ‘modern’ house, dating 
from Elizabethan times, remains in private ownership and, indeed, the family still lives there; we were 
fortunate in being able to see the magnificent but homely dining room where the owners would have 
been having their mid-day meal if they had not been out for the day at the local agricultural show. The 
central oak staircase is another striking feature, but in many ways the most unexpected feature in such a 
stately home is the contrast between its relatively modest size and lived-in appearance and the 
remarkable eclectic collection of art treasures to which the present owners continue to add, including 
works by Cézanne, Corot, Epstein, Gauguin, Augustus John, Edward Lear, Manet, Matisse, Renoir, 
Sickert and Utrillo; these are to be found ‘rubbing shoulders’ with works by contemporary artists and 
pictures of more-or-less worthy previous owners, notably in the gallery that runs along the length of the 
top floor. But delights are to be found not just within the house, but also in the grounds, with their 
contrasting areas of planting, ponds, maze and games. 

 
The excellent restaurant restored the Phil & Lit party before boarding the coach for our journey to Hull 
to visit ‘The Deep’. The spectacular modern building could hardly be more of a contrast to Burton 
Agnes, though not quite living up to John Prescott’s opinion of it as Hull’s answer to Sydney Opera 
House. Within it, another remarkable collection met our eyes, but this time of living exhibits: strange 
plants, corals, tiny brightly-coloured tropical fish, enormous rays, swordfish and sharks. It seems 
something of a puzzle that they don’t eat each other, but the custodians have evidently successfully 
solved it by judicious provision of regular meals to the taste of the inhabitants. The messages of 
evolution and the effects of climate change are of course brought to visitors’ attention. The main 
problem with visiting ‘The Deep’ for the first time is knowing how long to spend at each part of the 
exhibition; the solution is probably to treat one’s first visit as a reconnoitre, to be followed by more 
detailed perusal of specific areas. 
 
We were fortunate that the day was mainly fine and dry, but the journey home was extended by a 
couple of hours because of an accident on the M62, which brought the traffic to a standstill; it afforded 
us an unexpected opportunity to get out of the coach, walk across the motorway and survey the East 
Yorkshire countryside on a pleasant sunny evening. 
 
Previous Phil & Lit outings have generally been on Saturdays, but the full coach on this occasion 
perhaps suggests that a mid-week day better suits our members – please let the Officers know your 
preferences. 
 
Tony North 
 
 
 



‘Glory, Laud and Honour- the revival of religious art in the time of Archbishop 
Laud’.  Graham Parry, 20th September. 
 
 
In the two decades before the Civil War the High Church movement, the Anglican Counter-
Reformation of the 1620s and ‘30s, developed under Archbishop Laud and brought about a revival of 
religious arts that had been neglected since the reformation.   
 
The Leeds Library audience of over fifty people was enthralled by Professor Parry’s descriptions, 
accompanied by photocopied illustrations, of the remarkable changes made to church interiors in the 
early seventeenth century.  He described the dilapidated and impoverished Elizabethan churches, 
white-washed and dominated by the pulpit, without their riches of medieval carving and painting. 
Change was initiated by Lancelot Andrewes, the saintly Bishop of Winchester, a patriarch of the 
Jacobean church who established a new style of worship.  His influence on William Laud, John Cosin 
and Matthew Wren resulted in a flourishing of religious art, with new interest in church architecture 
and sculpture, stained glass, elaborate woodwork, paintings and music to accompany the ceremonial 
services he reintroduced.   
 
Archbishop William Laud was described as a disciple of Andrewes and close to Prince Charles and the 
Duke of Buckingham.  Examples from the new buildings in Oxford included the painted glass of 
Wadham College, (an aid to devotion) and the prominent image of the Virgin at St Mary’s church 
(demonstrating her virtues as the person closest to Christ), but such visual aids were shown to be 
unacceptable to Puritans.  As Bishop of London Laud initiated the renewal of St Paul’s to a modern 
design by Inigo Jones but the work was not done. Although this brief flowering of religious arts saw 
the beginnings of the baroque style in England it was not accepted by the people and the Parliament 
was for plain religion.  So much was destroyed by the Civil War that the architectural gems have to be 
searched out - Sir Thomas Gorges’ monument in Salisbury Cathedral, erected in 1635 was particularly 
outstanding. Laud’s achievements have therefore been largely overlooked, but enough remains to allow 
a description of this fascinating period of English art.  The wide range of questions at the end, about 
architecture, liturgy, vestments, the Bishop of Durham and our own St John’s church in Leeds (not 
considered sacramentalist as the altar is not raised up and the carving is secular), showed our 
appreciation of a fascinating subject. 
 
Prof. Parry’s book of the same name, published by Boydell & Brewer, is published in 2008. Contact 
www.boydell.co.uk/souk.htm quoting 7228/100. 
 
Sue Wrathmell 
 
 
 
An evening with John Roles. 18 October 
 
This followed our well-established pattern of “evenings with”; a three course dinner in University 
House followed by an invited talk. This year it was John Roles, the new Head of Museums and 
Galleries for Leeds.   

 



By way of introduction, he described the present state of the central museum building and the 
Clarence Dock Discovery Centre, the drastic re-structuring of the service and recruitment of new 
members of staff.  The structural work on the Institute building was coming to an end and the 
designs for the displays were at an advanced state. 
 
He then went on to give (as requested) a personal history. Following his time as an undergraduate 
in Sheffield, he worked as an idealistic young curator setting up a tiny museum in Royston, a town 
near to Cambridge. His subsequent career at the Brighton museum before coming to Leeds, 
presented challenges of a rather different scale.  
 
It was a glimpse of the personality of the man who was bold enough to take on what was widely 
regarded as the poison chalice of the British museum world. 
 
John Lydon 
 
 
 
The Annual Pre-bonfire Night Spectacular.  Mike Hoyland,  2 November 
 
Mike Hoyland’s show has now become an institution. Every year the Rupert Beckett lecture 
theatre is full to capacity with an audience that comes back again and again. No one wants 
anything to change and there were the all the usual displays – exploding bubbles filled with an 
oxygen / hydrogen mixture, plastic bottles fired as rockets into the audience, animated foams, 
light-emitting reactions (hot and cold) – the astounding “Old Nassau” oscillating reaction (where a 
beaker of liquid changes from orange to black – and back again repeatedly) – dozens of 35mm 
film cartridges jumping twenty feet into the air – and of course as the finale, the roar and flash of 
the famous “barking dog” experiment. There is no substitute for the pure theatre of live lecture 
demonstrations. If all chemistry were presented like this there would be no shortage of science 
teachers.  
 
John Lydon  
 
 
 
Slavery in Yorkshire – monstrous barbarity! The Story of Richard Oastler, the 
Factory King. Michael Barber, Mill Hill Chapel, 7th November 
 
 
Michael Barber admitted he was not an expert on his subject but explained that he had become 
interested in Richard Oastler when acting as a tour guide.  
 
The speaker took us through Oastler’s early life and explained how he came to be involved in factory 
reform. Born in 1789, the last of eight children, Oastler was apprenticed at eighteen to an architect in 
Wakefield. Even at this young age he showed his willingness to engage in public affairs, speaking 
alongside William Wilberforce at hustings. He was also friends with Michael Thomas Sadler, MP, 
President of the Leeds Phil & Lit (whose name is among former presidents at the front of this review) - 
at a time when one of the lectures given was entitled “Vapours”! 



 
Oastler’s reputation for being something of a Tory squire, seemingly at odds with his concern about 
factory working conditions, probably began when he took over his father’s job managing a country 
estate at Fixby Hall near Huddersfield. After meeting John Wood, a Bradford worsted manufacturer 
who agonised over his need to employ children, Oastler became concerned by tales of ill treatment in 
the numerous factories that were driving the Industrial Revolution; mill workers were beaten for “going 
to the privy” and children became crippled by standing long hours. 
 
Oastler’s campaign to right some of these wrongs started with writing politically unorthodox 
pamphlets, and a letter to the Leeds Mercury, a Whig paper whose editor, Edward Baines, introduced 
Oastler as “an intemperate writer”. A Ten-hour Act, limiting the number of hours children should work, 
was moved by Sadler in parliament and, in support, Oastler, helped by the Vicar of Leeds, marched 
with a petition that was 800 yards long and signed by 138,000 people. Meanwhile, the Leader of the 
House, Lord Althorp, stated that “factory life was healthy for children.” 
 
So obsessed did Oastler become in his mission that he started to talk of sedition and sabotage to 
achieve his aims. Sacked from his job as steward at Fixby Hall, Oastler nonetheless raised money for 
Chartists, though he was penniless himself, and spent three years in Fleet debtors’ prison. 
 
His eventual return to Leeds was marked by bands playing and factory workers’applause. He died at 
the age of 71 and the speaker quoted reports from the Leeds Intelligencer of his funeral which attracted 
huge numbers. Today, a school, park and shopping centre bear Oastler’s name, while a conference on 
slavery at the University of Huddersfield in this bicentennial year of the abolition of the transatlantic 
slave trade, focused on Oastler’s campaign. 
 
Penny Wainwright 
 
 
 
The Making of a Life.  Lisa Chaney, 15 November 
 
Lisa Chaney taught art history and literature before becoming an independent scholar and broadcaster 
on cultural history.  She is the author of two well-received biographies, Elizabeth David (1998) – the 
paperback edition of the following year was extensively reworked—and J M Barrie (2006).  Her 
entertaining talk centred on the pressures that undermine the integrity of the biographer.  The dead, she 
explained, are hard enough to fathom: the living are possessive of the dead and want to rewrite the past.  
In the case of Elizabeth David, the book as published contains only one third of what she discovered.  
Material was excluded because she did not want to betray the trust of her informants about the life of 
someone now acknowledged to have been ‘fragrantly libertine’.  She wanted to make use of a cache of 
letters discovered by Mrs David’s great-niece but was prevented by her literary executor, Jill Norman: 
instead she gave the permission to Artemis Cooper for her authorised biography published the 
following year.  J M Barrie she considers the greatest writer of the twentieth century and Peter Pan a 
profound work of art.  As a consequence she has subsequently written for the Independent on Michael 
Jackson.  With Barrie, her problems were with Andrew Burkin, author of J M Barrie and the Lost Boys 
(1979) and guardian of the extensive J M Barrie website.  She discovered while researching Barrie’s 
notebooks that Birkin had taken quotations out of context.  In return, she was accused of plagiarism and 
before the book could be published in the United States she had to check each paragraph.  Why then 



become a biographer?  The answer appeared mundane: fear of being without a job and penniless.  We 
await her next book, she did not tell us what it was, with interest. 
 
Peter Hirschmann  
 
 
 
AGM dinner and talk: Whither Universities. Prof Chris Taylor, 4th December 
 
The Annual General Meeting was held in University House, the University of Leeds and was followed, 
as in past years, with dinner and a talk. This year’s speaker, Professor Chris Taylor had recently retired 
as Vice-Chancellor of Bradford University after a distinguished career in the Department of 
Mechanical Engineering at the University of Leeds where he had also taken on the role of Pro-Vice-
Chancellor. 
 
Professor Taylor’s talk reflected on the fast changing scene in UK universities over the last 25 years 
starting with the growth of the higher education sector and the greater diversity in educational 
provision. He discussed the drivers of change in recent years; greater student numbers, research and 
teaching audits, the encouragement of collaboration between universities in an atmosphere of 
competition, and initiatives to increase knowledge transfer through collaboration and links with the 
community. 
 
He then elaborated on several of the facets of change starting with the management of universities 
including the role of the vice-chancellor and of governance, the impact of Resource Centre Modelling 
on departments and the need for stronger management through strategic planning. In relation to 
collaboration, he stressed the increasing links between the Regional Development Agencies, the EU 
grant system and the HE regional associations (e.g. Yorkshire Universities). 
 
He then turned to the problems associated with the attempts by government and universities to widen 
participation. He pointed out that the UK is one of the least socially mobile developed societies in the 
world and that, whilst the majority of middle class children now go to university, the proportion of 
students from poorer backgrounds has barely changed. Women are now in the majority in universities. 
He believed that widening participation is a crucial problem for society which any government must 
address though he felt that, for it to happen, the responsibility must lie more within schools than 
universities. 
 
Finally he touched on the sensitive issue of standards within education. Whilst GCSE and A-level 
results had increased year-on-year, the proportion of students entering universities with appropriate 
skills in Mathematics, English and Languages was decreasing. Over the last 20 years universities have 
had to adjust their curricula to accommodate ‘declining skills’. However, at the same time as the 
student population has increased so has the proportion of them gaining top degrees. Are HEFCE’s 
strategic aims for ‘excellence’ in everything being fulfilled? 
 
Chris Hatton 
 

 
 



Reports of Grants 
 
Choral Composition Prize 
 
£500  was awarded to Leeds University Liturgical Choir for the purpose of instigating a Composition 
Competition (the LPLS Choral Composition Prize). 
 
The competition was advertised via the choir’s website and via posters around the University and in 
Leeds.  We were delighted to receive around 30 submissions for a first running of the competition.  The 
biggest surprise was that entries came from six different countries, both European and North/South 
America: the reputation of Leeds as a culture-loving city, and of the LPLS as a generous contributor to 
the Arts, were spread far and wide. 
 
As would be expected, the quality and style of submissions was varied.  The judging panel consisted of 
Dr Bryan White (Director of the choir), Dr Michael Spencer (Head of Composition at the University) 
and Dr Stephen Muir (Assistant Director of the choir).  Entries were anonymised to prevent bias from 
the judges.  The submissions were narrowed to a shortlist of five high-quality compositions: finally we 
could not distinguish between two submissions of exceptional quality: (i) “On and away” (a setting of a 
passage from Goethe’s Faust) by Vicky Burrett, coincidently and happily a postgraduate composer at 
the University, and a member of the choir; and (ii) “Gabrial fram Hevene Kinge” (a setting of a 
mediaeval Christmas text) by Terry Mann, a London-based composer.  The first prize of £100 was 
shared between them. 
 
The two compositions were performed as part of the choir’s concert in the University’s Contemporary 
Music Festival on Sunday 22nd April when the first prize was presented to Vicky Burrett at a reception 
after the concert (Mr Mann was unable to attend). The new pieces were received well and both pieces 
will be absorbed into the choir’s general long-term repertoire of works. 
 
This is an interim report, and plans for the second competition are in hand.  A slightly narrower brief 
will be specified to reflect the choir’s activities in the coming year; an anthem suitable for use in 
liturgical settings will be sought.  The winning work(s) will be premiered in a liturgical setting, either 
at one of the choir’s residencies (Salisbury or Ely Cathedral), or at a choral evensong at York Minster 
or Ripon Cathedral. 
 
Stephen Muir 
Assistant Director, Leeds University Liturgical Choir 
 
 
Religion and Place in Leeds 
 
£4000 awarded to John Minnis in support of the preparation and sale of the book published by English 
Heritage  
 
“Religion and Place in Leeds” forms part of a national English Heritage project which looks at the 
impact of cultural and religious diversity on place. Leeds, with its longstanding tradition of successfully 
accommodating people of many different denominations, faiths and ethnic origins, was chosen as one 
of four case studies for the project (Tower Hamlets, Liverpool and Coventry are the others).  



 
Although I am based in Cambridge as a member of the English Heritage Architectural Investigation 
team, I had been a contributor to the Pevsner Architectural Guide to Leeds and already had some 
familiarity with the city. I spent several days a week in Leeds over the period of a year carrying out the 
fieldwork and research. Those who care for the city’s places of worship gave me much assistance as 
did others who kindly made available the fruits of their own research extending over many years.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The resulting publication is in English Heritage’s Informed Conservation series. This series is produced 
in partnership with the relevant local authority and other local organisations. The LPLS grant was used 
to enable Religion and Place in Leeds to be sold at a modest cost to help raise awareness of the rich 
variety of places of worship within the city, particularly in those areas often overlooked by visitors and, 
indeed, by many of its own inhabitants. It focused on the architectural contribution made by the 
buildings erected in recent years by religions established in the city since 1945. 
 
In addition to examining the development of the city’s places of worship in the twentieth century, the 
publication considered some of the losses of important buildings that have occurred in the past, 
highlighted the challenges faced by many denominations in the wake of declining congregations and 
spiralling maintenance costs and examined a few of the ways in which redundant places of worship 
could find a sustainable future by imaginative re-use. 
 
John Minnis 
English Heritage 

 



Celebrate Leeds 2007 
 

£500 awarded to Arts and Regeneration Unit in support of Celebrate Leeds 2007 
 
A grant of £500 was awarded by the Leeds Philosophical and Literary Society to the Arts & 
Regeneration Unit of Leeds City Council who were running the Celebrate Leeds 2007 festival - a 
year long, city-wide celebration of the 800th anniversary of the signing of the first town charter in 
1207.  Specifically, the money was spent on production costs for a CD of historical music through 
the ages, played by the Leeds Waits.  This CD accompanied the Celebrate Leeds 2007 education 
pack, which was produced especially for the festival and distributed to all schools and libraries in 
Leeds.  The pack was drawn together from various museums and societies across the city and was 
written and researched by teachers and historians.  It was aimed at Key Stage 2 and focused on 
periods of the history of Leeds relevant to the curriculum for this age group. 
 
More generally, the financial support meant that the LPLS were listed as partners in the festival on 
all publicity throughout the year.  This included a page on celebrateleeds07.com, and a logo on each 
of approximately 60,000 ‘What’s On’ event brochures which were circulated around the city 
throughout the year.  The LPLS were therefore associated with a wide-ranging programme of new 
and established cultural, sporting, historical, and community events throughout the city. 
 
James Hill 
Senior Arts Project Officer 
 
 
 
GETTING BETTER: Stories from the History of Medicine 

£1500  awarded to the Thackray Museum in support of the publication of the book based on the 
History of Medicine Lecture Series at the Museum 

The History of Medicine Lecture Series at the Thackray Museum are about to enter their tenth year. 
They are a popular addition to the galleries, exhibitions and special events which present the History 
of Medicine to the general public. 

The Thackray Museum is an independent museum with no regular funding from the local authority 
or from national sources and thus must charge admission for all its offerings. Despite this the 
lectures have proved popular. Initially audiences numbered over 40 and numbers have gradually 
increased until in the past year they have been over 100. 

The lecturers are from a wide range of backgrounds, including the medical profession, related 
professions, scientists, historians, journalists and others. Lecturers are selected for their known skills 
in communication, in particular for lively and entertaining communication. Presentations are aimed 
at the general public and particularly refer to the relevance of history to the present and the future. 

The book “GETTING BETTER: Stories from the History of Medicine” (editor, Prof. Losowsky) is 
derived from a selection of the lectures. The eleven chapters were prepared especially for the book 



and are well illustrated. They include personal reminiscences by doctors and patients (for example 
descriptions of the history of rehabilitation and of the experiences of wounded service-men in the 
two world wars), facts and opinions (for example “Publish and be Damned!” and “Contraception”), 
and histories of particular diseases (for example “The Great Pox”, and “Should we call it the Leeds 
disease?”). 

The presentations are factual, historical and entertaining and suitable for a wide spectrum of readers. 
Several of them have a special relationship to Leeds. 

The museum is most grateful to the Leeds Philosophical and Literary Society for helping to make 
publication of the book possible. We are delighted with the sales of the book so far and with the 
popularity of the lectures, and we are planning a tenth series of lectures to start in October 2008. 
 
Monty Losowsky 
Emeritus Professor of Medicine, University of Leeds 
Executive Chairman, Thackray Museum 
 
 
 
Leeds Lieder+ Festival 
 
£1000 awarded in support of the Leeds Lieder+ Festival 
 
The second Leeds Lieder+ Festival of art song produced a fantastic weekend of great music with a 
buzz of excitement over all three days affecting almost capacity audiences. As well as outstanding 
performances of mainstream lieder, the festival was busy commissioning new work and creating new 
song.  Leeds Lieder+ is the brain child of Jane Anthony, Senior Lecturer at Leeds College of Music 
which supports the festival along with Arts Council England, many generous trusts, funds and 
individuals. Events take place in various venues in the city centre mainly focusing around the Venue, 
Leeds College of Music. 
 
The three high points of the weekend were recitals by the English tenor Mark Padmore, the German 
baritone Florian Boesch and the Canadian soprano Measha Brueggergosman –all accompanied by 
Roger Vignoles, the artistic director of the festival. Boesch replaced a suddenly indisposed Robert 
Holl giving a performance of such intensity that the capacity audience were stunned into silence 
followed by a 15 minute ovation! Mark Padmore presented the world premiere of the first 2007 
Leeds Lieder+ commission Sally Beamish’s Four Songs of Hafez – ‘hypnotic and artfully inflected 
settings of the 14th-century Sufi mystic’. 
 
One of the high spots for many was the conversation between Dame Janet Baker and Roger Vignoles 
and what a thrill to know that two of the world’s greatest Lieder singers, Dame Janet and Elly 
Ameling, were both in the audience in Leeds. 
The festival’s other major premiere was of Kenneth Hesketh’s Shimmerwords and Idle Songs. 
Elizabeth Watts (soprano) and Gary Matthewman (piano) performed six brilliantly contrived settings 
of Tang-period Chinese poetry.  New work of a very high standard of both composition and 



performance was produced in the Composers and Poets Forum culminating in performances of nine 
new songs. 

  
The festival opened with a rousing and rowdy party in the West Yorkshire Playhouse with the young 
people from the Leeds Lieder+ education projects performing their own songs. A new audience from 
two upwards were also catered for in a zany concert of art song with Nicholas Rimmer, Nicky 
Spence and Marianne Vidal charming their audience through spooky German forests and highland 
jigs. Dreamlives presented a programme of songs by Strauss, Berg and Schoenberg staged in the 
manner of a Freudian psychoanalytical regression….an ingenious way of making supposedly 
difficult repertoire more accessible. 
 
There was a very good and appreciative audience too for the performance of Chinese art song by 
visitors from Sichuan Conservatory, China. The singer, zither, and Chinese flute player gave a 
beautiful performance and workshop, despite having flown half way round the world two days 
before. They must have had terrible jet lag but you would never have known! 
Jane was asked to speak about Leeds Lieder+ on the Radio 4 programme Woman’s Hour so now, in 
theory, five million people know about Leeds Lieder+ and Leeds College of Music! The festival 
received four star rave reviews in both the Times and the Guardian and five of the concerts were 
recorded by the BBC for transmission as lunchtime concerts. 
The festival is playing its part in the revival of interest in art song, promoting the genre into the 
future and establishing Leeds College of Music as a centre of excellence. 
 
Jane Anthony 
 
 
 
The Shakespeare Schools Festival 
 
£ 1500 awarded to promote the participation of Leeds schools in the 
Shakespeare Schools Festival, 2006-7 
 
The Shakespeare Schools Festival aims to enhance and extend the National Curriculum in English 
and Drama.  Central to the Festival is an open-access, non-competitive ethos and specific targeting 
of inclusion Schools (over 30% from disadvantaged backgrounds).  The Festival has involvement 
from students of all ages, genders, ethnic groups and educational and physical abilities.  The SSF 
strives to increase personal development such as in confidence, pride of work and a sense of 
achievement. 
 
The LPLS played a key part in contributing to the participation of 18 schools in Leeds in the 
Shakespeare Schools Festival 2006-7.  All participating schools were given the opportunity to 
perform an abridged Shakespeare play in either the West Yorkshire Playhouse or Carriageworks 
Theatre Leeds, joining 1058 other schools in the UK’s largest youth drama festival.  The Festival in 
Leeds was deemed to be hugely successful, with 11 previously participating schools joining 7 new 
schools, 2 of which were inclusion schools.  (Overall in Yorkshire, 97 schools participated.) 

 



A key element of the project was the opportunity for participating teachers and pupils to work with a 
professional theatre team.  In October 2006, each teacher-director had a training day with theatre 
education practitioners, the MAP Consortium, whilst casts had workshop sessions with the National 
Youth Theatre in January 2007.  Both sessions aimed to increase the theatre skills and confidence of 
participants in preparation for the Festival.  In addition, all schools received specialist resources, 
including professionally abridged scripts, director resource packs and a national press and marketing 
campaign to attract local community audiences. 
 
Surveys were taken, of which the key findings were: 
 Student personal learning and professional development: 
 87% of students responded that the Festival was fun. 
 66% of students felt that the Festival had given them confidence. 
 44% of students felt that they had worked hard for something that was worth the effort. 
 52% said that they specifically enjoyed working as a team. 

54% commented that the Festival helped them to make new friends. 
 Curriculum integration and arts practice: 
 Years 10 & 11 made up the largest age group (49%) of participants –   
 suggesting that Drama and English teachers see the Festival as a useful resource at GCSE. 

36%  (325) of schools  chose to perform one of the following:  The Tempest; Much Ado About    
Nothing; or Richard III, the three allocated SATs text in 2007. 

 27% of participants (an increase of 6% from previous years) were from Year 9. 
 96% of teachers said the Festival enhanced their pupils’ understanding of their play. 
   945 of teachers felt that the Festival had enhanced drama in their school. 
 
Silaja Suntharalingam, Development Coordinator 

 
 

Exhibition of Oil Prints by George Baxter (1804-1867) 
3 September –14 December 2007  
 
£250 awarded towards the costs of the conservation of the George Baxter prints  
 
The drawings, prints and watercolours collection at Leeds Art Gallery has over 30 examples of oil 
prints by George Baxter.  To coincide with the opening of the refurbished Victorian Tiled Hall at 
Leeds Art Gallery, we decided to mount a display of these prints to celebrate the work of a Victorian 
printing pioneer whose work has been largely forgotten. 
 
The exhibition had five main aims: 

to raise the profile of a pioneering nineteenth century printer who, to a large extent, has fallen   
into obscurity despite his contemporary popularity; 
to raise the profile of the Leeds print collection as a whole and exhibit hitherto unexhibited 
works, some of which have been in the collection for forty years; 
to increase the research done on the Baxter prints in the collection and Baxter’s wider role in the 
history of prints and print-making; 
to provide a context for Baxter’s work in the wider history of print-making and Victorian society, 
exploring links to the printing industry in Leeds; 



to increase the physical and intellectual access to the Baxter print collection held by Leeds Art 
Gallery. 
 

The exhibition was very popular and well received and it was felt that all five of the objectives had 
been achieved.  We were very proud to have been awarded the Denis Knight Memorial Cup for 
services to Baxter print collecting and awareness by The New Baxter Society. 
 
With the award of £250 from the LPLS, we were able to remount the entire collection of Baxter 
prints onto acid free mount board.  This measure will help to maintain the condition of the prints 
when they are in storage. 
 
Rebecca Herman   
Curator – George Baxter exhibition 
 
 
 
 
Interactive Video of the Leeds Mummy 
 
£200 awarded to Thomas Small to complete the final stage of the preparation of an interactive video 
of the Leeds Mummy 
 
With the opening of the new Leeds Museum in Autumn 2008, the LPLS has seen the value in 
investing in a multimedia project that will see the coffins of the Leeds mummy – Nesyamun – re-
evaluated and represented using fresh technologies and fresh research.  
 
It is envisaged that the interactive will achieve three objectives: the preservation of the Egyptian 
coffins in the form of an analogue and digital record; the presentation of the coffin to a wider public; 
and the stimulation of fresh research into Nesyamun’s coffin which has been generously undertaken 
by Belinda Wassell.  
 
In close cooperation with Leeds Museum ‘360’ digital images of the coffin were produced, 
alongside high resolution 5x4 transparencies of the individual panels of the coffin. These 
transparencies were then converted to a digital format by being scanned at high resolution. It is 
envisaged that these images will be used within the CD-ROM interactive to enable the user to view 
details of the coffin at near life-size. In addition, Leeds Museums archaeologist Katherine Baxter has 
commissioned the company CentreScreen to use these images to assemble an audio-visual display 
within the Ancient History gallery. With the compilation of this digital and analogue record of the 
coffins, Leeds Museum must now have one of the best documented Egyptian coffins in the world, as 
well as an excellent analogue and digital record. 
 
In January of this year I attended the Conference for Computer Applications in Archaeology and the 
Conference of the Association of Archaeological Illustrators and Surveyors in order to receive 
feedback on the project. Feedback from both conferences was positive and I feel personally 
vindicated of the value of my own product and satisfied that multimedia has been used wisely, as a 
means to an end, and not an end in itself. The essential form of the CD-ROM is still under discussion 



insofar as it is yet to be established how far it should be a tool for the serious student of egyptology 
and how far a learning aid for key stage 2. However, upon the completion of the CD-ROM, it is 
understood that the finished product will be sold within the new museum shop as a commercial 
venture that will provide a genuine insight into the artistic and historical merits of Nesyamun’s 
coffins.  

 
To summarise, the monies provided by the LPLS over the course of this project have contributed to 
the scanning of photographic transparencies, computer hardware and software, general photocopying 
of material, and costs incurred from the attendance of conference to both promote the project and 
receive relevant feedback. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the LPLS for their support of this project, of which I 
believe they will see the academic and financial rewards in the coming years. 

 
Thomas Small 
Computer graphics specialist   
 
 
 
School of Medicine Display Boards 
 
£1000 awarded towards four display boards for the 175th anniversary of the Leeds School of 
Medicine, illustrating the historical development of the School  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
In 2006 the School of Medicine’s Medical Education Unit was successful in securing a £150k grant 
for the development of a Centre to support Assessment and Learning in Practice (ALPS).  ALPS is a 
collaborative programme between five higher education Institutions with Leeds University as the 
lead HE partner and a range of NHS partners including Yorkshire and Humber NHS.  16 professions 
within medical practice from audiology to social work are represented. 

 
The location chosen for the Centre was the Health Sciences Library, part of which has been 
developed through refurnishing, re-equipping and acoustic improvements, as the Centre for students 
to work in small teams, using resources designed for group work.  This part of the Library is already 
home to the School of Medicine Mural and other historical exhibits of the School.  2006 was the 
occasion of the 175th anniversary of the School and the opportunity was taken by Bill Mathie, at that 
time Secretary to the School of Medicine, for developing the historical theme within the space, by 
proposing the commissioning of a series of displays to describe the achievements of four individuals 
associated with the School.  Financial support for these panels was sought and the LPLS has been 
generous in supporting the project. The grant met almost all the costs of production of the four 
illustrative panels.   
 
One of the individuals represented on the panels is Charles Turner Thackrah, not only a founder of 
the School in 1831, but also the joint secretary to Leeds Philosophical and Literary Society on its 
foundation in 1818. The others are Sir Clifford Allbutt, Lord Moynihan and Dr William Pickles.  
Each panel displays the Society logo. 
 
The generous grant of £1,000 from the LPLS has enabled high quality panels to be produced that 
enhance the facilities and draw attention to the achievements of four former members of the School, 
spanning almost 150 years of its existence, who otherwise might be less well-known.  We hope the 
backdrop of historical achievements provides inspiration to new generations of students from all the 
health professions who use the Centre. 

 
Bill Mathie 
 
 
 
Exhibition: the Borough of Leeds 1207-2007: 800 years of development and 
change 

 
£1000 awarded to the Thoresby Society in support of the production of fourteen display boards as 
part of the exhibition 

 
This exhibition was held in Leeds Central Library between 12 June and 20 July 2007 as the 
Thoresby Society’s contribution to Celebrate Leeds 2007.  It consisted of fourteen boards, each 
focusing on a particular year, tracing the development of the central borough area with particular 
emphasis on surviving building and other evidence. For example 1207 was used to discuss the 



development of Briggate and the impact of the borough on the layout of Leeds; 1858 celebrated the 
opening of Leeds Town Hall; and 1885 displayed a fascinating Bird’s Eye View of the town in that 
year. The final board on 2007 used a ‘before and after’ display to show the recent changes in the 
Leeds townscape. The text was prepared by members of Council and design was by another Council 
member, Mrs Sue Alexander. 
 
The exhibition was opened by the Lord Mayor of Leeds at a reception attended by over fifty people. 
It was publicized in the press, on radio and in local hotels and information centers. All schools in the 
former borough were sent information. The Leeds Local History Library, in the person of Mrs 
Michelle Lefevre, prepared supporting material for school children visiting the exhibition. It proved 
impossible to count the number of visitors but about fifty left mainly complimentary comments. 
Unfortunately the take-up by local schools was very disappointing with only two sending children. 
Part of the exhibition was displayed at the Celebrate Leeds 2007 Awards dinner at Leeds Town Hall. 
 
The Society is currently considering how the exhibition might be further displayed by purchasing 
supporting stands. We are in discussion with Leeds Light mall about displaying there, and parts of 
the exhibition might also be staged in Leeds libraries. 

 
The Society acknowledged the support of the Leeds Philosophical and Literary Society within the 
exhibition and wishes again to thank the LPLS for its generosity. 

 
Jim Morgan 
President, Thoresby Society 
 

 
 

Ilkley Literature Festival 
 
£350 awarded to Ilkley Literature Festival to support a public discussion ‘Through English Eyes: 
Slavery, Abolition and England’ 
 
On Sunday 30 September 2007, with the support of LPLS, Ilkley Literature Festival staged a 
headline event marking the Bicentenary of the Abolition of the Slave Trade.  Distinguished New 
York writer Caryll Phillips, (and currently Professor of English at Yale University) and former Chair 
of History at York and chief advisor to the government on the Bicentenary, Professor James Walvin 
discussed the issue of enslavement ‘through English eyes’ in front of a packed audience at the 
Craiglands Hotel. 

 
The event, which was introduced by the Festival’s poet in residence, Rommi Smith, made an 
enormous impact on the audience of some 180 people, which included young people; old people; 
members of the African Caribbean community from Leeds and Bradford; the Arts Council’s 
diversity officer; members of Leeds University; and writer and director of the African Diasporian 
stories research group, Joe Williams. 

 
The on-stage discussion covered a wide range of historical themes relating to the triangular trade – 
the role of slave traders, owners on the plantations, and the impact of the trade on English thought, 



identity and ideology.  The most thoughtful question and answer session at the end of the evening 
included the vexed questions of national apologies, atonement, reparations and contemporary 
slavery.  Following the event, Caryll Phillips and James Walvin spent time talking with members of 
the audience, many of whom expressed at first hand the important and positive impact the evening 
had had on their thinking about the subject.  As one audience member commented ‘In that room you 
could just feel people’s thinking shifting.  It was like hearing the creaking of the icebergs’.   
Feedback continued throughout the Festival. 

 
The evening formed a fitting introduction to the series of Festival events marking the Bicentenary 
which also included a reading by the celebrated author Ben Okri; an event with Doreen Lawrence, 
mother of murdered teenager Stephen Lawrence; a reading on national poetry day by Linton Kwesi 
Johnston; a ‘visit’ from eighteenth century author Oluadah Equiano with memorable interjections 
from Leeds Young Authors; an evening of readings from the work of Lawrence Sterne --  known for 
his abolitionist views; and the creation of a ‘Festival freedom quilt’ by poet in residence Rommi 
Smith, working in conjunction with local schools and members of the Festival audience. 

 
We are most grateful to the Leeds Philosophical and Literary Society for its very welcome support 
for what was a significant evening in the Festival’s history.  

 
Rachel Feldberg  
Director, Ilkley Literature Festival    
 
 
 
Form, Shape and Space: An Exhibition of Tilings and Polyhedra   
10 October 2007 – 16 May 2008 (Interim Report) 

 
£500 awarded to the University of Leeds International Textiles Archive (ULITA) in support of the 
production of models and the publication of a workbook of the models for primary schools 

 
 ‘Form, Shape and Space: An Exhibition of Tilings and Polyhedra’ is the outcome of research 
concerned with the geometry of design. Support provided by Leeds Philosophical and Literary 
Society, Education Leeds, the National Centre for Excellence in the Teaching of Mathematics 
(NCETM), the Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics Network (STEMNET) and the 
School of Design, has been used to present an exhibition of two- and three-dimensional 
geometrically patterned forms, together with associated publications and workshops, at the 
University of Leeds International Textiles Archive (ULITA). Laser cutting and routing technologies 
were used to produce a total of 68 two- and three-dimensional exhibits in etched and constructed 
forms. 

 
The exhibition opened on 10 October 2007 and was originally scheduled to run until early February. 
This date has now been extended, due to the popularity of the exhibition amongst mathematics 
teachers, to enable a greater number of workshops to operate between January and May 2008. A 
research monograph documenting both the theoretical development of the research has been 
published to coincide with the exhibition and a number of presentations have been made at 
international conferences. 



 
Workshop materials have been developed through collaboration with Mrs E Meenan (a mathematics 
PGCE tutor). Development of a series of pull-up polyhedra, which explore pattern and shape in two- 
and three-dimensions. Several teachers’ events are planned to encourage school visits to the museum 
and to promote use of the model kits as a classroom exercise. The first of these events, which took 
place in December, was extremely successful and attended by around 40 mathematics teachers. 

 
The exhibition has acted as a platform for current research interests in the area of patterns, tilings 
and polyhedra, linking research and teaching interests within the School of Design to the activities of 
ULITA. The use of cutting edge technologies in the fabrication of the collection exhibited will 
increase awareness of the technologies amongst the student audience and bring a new dimension to 
the collections previously presented at ULITA. 
 
Workshops run by Dr Thomas and Mrs Meenan will be directed at schools in socially and 
economically deprived areas of Leeds. The activity will reach children, predominantly between the 
ages of seven and fifteen years. The project aims to raise knowledge about and aspiration to 
participate in higher education and to promote practical collaboration between schools and the 
University. Particular interest has been shown due to the classroom applicability of maths across the 
curriculum and workshops may be run in collaboration with the More Maths Grads initiative. 

 
Evidence has been collected throughout the duration of the project by means of photographs, 
funding applications and other documentation. Current attendance figures have reached over 400, 
corresponding to a daily average of ten visitors during the period open to the public. Visitors have 
been encouraged to communicate their thoughts and opinions in the Archive’s comments book, 
which indicate the exhibition has been extremely well received by artists, scientists and 
mathematicians, as well as the general public, due to its interdisciplinary nature. ‘Form, Shape and 
Space’ is currently proving to be the most popular exhibition presented at ULITA to date. 

 
Dr Briony Thomas,  School of Design 
 
 
 
Museum of History of Science 
 
£1500 awarded to support the creation of a database to catalogue the science, medicine and 
technology holdings of the University of Leeds 
 
Collaborative work with the designer of the database, Terry Screeton, from the University’s 
Information Systems Services, began in early autumn.  He adapted an existing programme, that had 
previously been developed at the University, to the specific requirements of the project.  He worked 
in close dialogue with our student curators to ensure a good fit between our ambitions and his 
design.  The completed work will, in our view, meet professional standards of excellence and 
showcase the University’s Collections to maximum effect. 
 



The database (now called the University of Leeds Scientific Collections Catalogue) will go on the 
web as part of the comprehensive museum website that has been developed at the same time as the 
database. 
 
We wish to thank the LPLS for its support.  The new database will be a vital tool for the continued 
work of our student curators, and represents a significant step forward for the broader museum 
project.  Once the database and associated websites are operational, they will provide students, 
researchers and members of the general public with free and user-friendly access to important 
collections presently dispersed throughout the University 
 
Gregory Radick 
Senior Lecturer, Dept of  Philosophy; Chair of History of Philosophy of Science 
 
 
 
Leeds Astronomical Society: Astromeet 2007 
 
£200 awarded to Leeds Astronomical Society in support of production of publicity materials and 
facilities for Leeds Astromeet 
 
Every year in November, the Leeds Astronomical Society (LAS) organise a major astronomical 
meeting called Astromeet in Leeds.  The meeting has five high quality guest speakers, traders, and is 
seen as the biggest in the North of England.  Over the past few years we have started to modify the 
advertising approach of our event and have moved from sending press notices to the local papers to 
creating leaflets and posters. 

 
This year the Leeds Philosophical & Literary Society very generously provided a grant of £200 to 
the LAS to allow us to print leaflets and posters advertising the event in glossy coated full colour 
format.  Most of those were used across Leeds - in libraries and other public places.- but some were 
also used to advertise the event to other astronomical societies and universities across the North of 
England. 

 
This has without doubt helped contribute towards enhancing the visibility of the event for Leeds 
people, at the same time as sending a message to the local news and radio that we were more than 
just another small group.  This year we managed to have 125 guests on the day.  Some were 
obviously aware of the event through their own astronomical societies, but quite a few told us that 
they had seen our posters/flyers. 
 
The grant also allowed us for the first time to create a concession rate for students and under-18s as 
we did not need the money from the entrance fee to pay for the advertising. 
 
The Leeds Astronomical Society would like to extend its thanks to the Leeds Philosophical & 
Literary Society for their help. 

 
Xavier Vermeren 
Leeds Astronomical society 



 
 
Leeds Peace Poetry Competition:  No Peace without Justice 

 
£225 awarded to Guy Wilson to support the Fifth Annual Leeds Peace Poetry Competition  
 
The theme and title “No Peace Without Justice?” was chosen for the Fifth Annual Leeds Peace 
Poetry Competition to fit with the commemoration of the 200th anniversary of the abolition of the 
transatlantic slave trade, but also to provide opportunities for other interpretations and avenues of 
creative thought.  There was a generally excellent response and the competition received 676 entries, 
a healthy increase on the 521 of the previous year.  These were split as follows between the three 
“age” categories and a new category for special needs: Primary 526; Secondary 122; Adult 22; 
Special Needs 6. 
 
We have continued our policy of introducing new features to each competition and this year, thanks 
to in-kind sponsorship by the Royal Armouries, who provided the skilled manpower, we organised 
six workshop sessions for schools in the run-up to the competition to aid and inspire involvement 
and creativity.   We are most grateful to the Royal Armouries and their creative writer-in-residence, 
Peter Spafford, for making this possible.    
 
We have continued our partnership with Leeds Metropolitan University.  Early in the year the 
University put on an exhibition of the visual art inspired by last year’s poems and created by media 
students who will produce multi-media as part of the community module of their degree course.  The 
exhibition was also shown at the Awards Evening held in November when all the short-listed poems 
were read and the winners and runners up in each category were announced by this year’s principal 
judge, the poet Lemn Sissay.  Students are currently working on artwork inspired by the 2007 poems 
and we hope the results will be similarly exhibited in 2008.  

 
The competition was made possible by most generous donations from Leeds Philosophical and 
Literary Society, the Scurrah Wainwright Trust and Trinity and All Saints College, Horsforth.  We 
thank them all most sincerely.   Even with this generous support the competition would not be 
possible without the continuing support of Education Leeds that this year stood as guarantor against 
loss, organised the marketing and promotion of the competition and, of course, facilitated good 
communications with schools. I should especially like to pay tribute to the dedication and hard work 
of the volunteer team that organised this year’s competition.    
 
The Awards evening at the Civic Hall  on the evening of 22 November was hosted by the Deputy 
Lord Mayor of Leeds, Councillor Alan Taylor and attended by about 200 people.  All the short-listed 
poems were read out and these readings were interspersed with music by the Flamenco guitarist 
Ramtin and the Zimbabwean drum group Arrows of Promise.   Lemn Sissay proved a very active 
and inspiring presence and the programme was expertly compèred by the Rev Chris Taylor.  Chris 
Edwards, Chief Executive of Education Leeds, joined Lemn Sissay in presenting the prizes.  As last 
year the winners and runners up in the youth categories received book tokens to the value of £30 and 
£20 respectively, and the adult winner and runner-up book tokens to the value of £75 and £50 
respectively.  With funds generously provided by Trinity All Saints College a special prize of £50 of 



book tokens was also awarded to Broomfield Special Inclusive Learning Centre which provided all 
the entries in the Special Needs category.   
 
The winning poems have been published in the Yorkshire Evening Post and sets of posters of the 
winning poems have been distributed to local schools and libraries. 
 
Guy Wilson 
 
Here is the winning poem in the Primary Category: 
Lady Justice by Julian Owen, Burley St Matthias CE Primary School  
  
     Oh Lady Justice 
     Where have you gone?     
                Why don’t you come back, just without that   
                Silly blindfold on? 
 
     People are suffering without you 
     They can’t afford 
     Anything new 
                That sword has driven you mad with power 
     People’s money is getting lower and lower 
     Oh lady Justice where 
     Have you gone? 

    Why don’t you come 
    Home without that 
    Silly blindfold on? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Secondary Category Winner: 
I’ve got a Dream by Kacper Radomski, Wortley High School 

 
    I’ve got a dream 
    A dream about peace in the world 
    Victory over wars 
    Over killing and violence, suffering and poverty 
    People who worry in their homes 
    Hope, love and safety for starving children 
    Me and my friends want to change the world 
    We want to help hungry, angry and crying people 
    We want to make a difference.......... 

 
Adult Category Winner: 
Without Peace by Ellen Haining 

 
     No Justice without Peace 
    No Peace without Negotiation 
                                                No Negotiation without Reunion 
    No Reunion without Understanding 
    No Understanding without Tolerance 
    No Tolerance without Forgiveness 
    No Forgiveness without Absolution 
    No Absolution without Hope 
    No Freedom without Peace 
    No Peace without Justice. 
 
 

Report on the 30th Anniversary Wetherby Arts Festival  
 
£300 awarded in support of the Wetherby Arts Festival 

 
Events under the umbrella of Wetherby Festival started on Tuesday 16th October 2007 and 
culminated in a celebratory service on Sunday 4th November 2007. 

 
Professional artistes performing in Wetherby High School filled the week of Sunday 21st October 
2007 to Saturday 27th October 2007.  A full audience of 300 people saw Humphrey Lyttleton (Jazz), 
Kathryn Tickell (Folk) and Voulez Vous (Easy Listening).  The Mugenkyo Taiko Drummers and 
Julie Fowlis (Folk) also achieved very high audience figures but we were very disappointed with the 
turnout for our event under the Leeds City Events of Pride and Passion. 

 
We ‘dressed’ the High School with a ‘marquee’ entrance which doubled as the bar and this has 
proved a great success, our aim was to create more of an ‘evening out’ and this was certainly 
achieved given audience feedback. 

 



Events outside the High School week were many and varied, local amateur groups, classical recitals, 
a visit from an Indonesian Shadow Puppet Theatre (children and free), visits from the London 
Community Gospel Choir and the Leeds Symphony Orchestra and the extra-ordinarily talented 
North Country Theatre also proved very popular. 
 
Our aim was always to provide an eclectic mix of events and to pitch our ticket prices at a level 
which would encourage audiences to try something different.  We knew our Literary Lunch would 
sell out, but to see actual sales of 202 seats against a potential of 300 for the Taiko Drummers was 
particularly pleasing to the Board.  We have also been interested to note that Julie Fowlis was our 
greatest financial success and we have attributed this to an artiste booked in her infancy who has 
now achieved greater fame as an Horizon award winner. 
 
Mary Anslow 
 
Blackout, Blowout and Beyond by Wole Soyinka, November 2007 
 
£1000 awarded in support of the production of a satirical revue by Wole Soyinka 
 
Blackout, Blowout and Beyond was a professional production put on by the Workshop Theatre of the 
University of Leeds on the occasion of the 40th anniversary of the Workshop Theatre and in support 
of the celebrations of 200 years of the abolition of slavery. The project was supported by Leeds 
Philosophical and Literary Society along with the University of Leeds, Yorkshire Forward and 
Alchemy. 
 
The production was a UK premiere, and drew on a wealth of political satirical sketch material 
developed by the Nobel prize winner, alumnus of Leeds University and friend of the Workshop 
Theatre, Wole Soyinka. We were greatly honoured that the playwright attended two of the 
performances and gave us the rights free of charge. 
 
Blackout, Blowout and Beyond included songs and sketches that combine humour and biting critique 
to satirise venality amongst both traditional and contemporary ruling classes, rampant materialism in 
Nigeria, superstition and dangerous levels of violence. The programme employed six actors – a 
mixture of professionals and Nigerian PhD students - and was directed by Jane Plastow and Martin 
Banham, both of the Workshop Theatre. 
 
The production showed 5 times at the University and then went on to tour the universities of 
Sheffield, Chester and Leicester, before ending up at a community venue in Chapeltown. The 
funding from the Philosophical and Literary Society particularly enabled us to run workshops that 
enabled young people new to Soyinka, and indeed African theatre, to access the work. We ran 
workshops in Leeds for students from Thomas Danby College and from the University of Leeds, a 
workshop for the Leeds Young Writers Workshop based in Chapeltown, and one at the University 
of Leicester. In all venues these workshops were enthusiastically received and led to considerable 
debate about the work, African theatre and music and the writing of satire. All performances and 
workshops were given free of charge in order to promote interest and understanding of a vibrant 
theatre tradition and the work of Africa’s foremost playwright. 

 



Jane Plastow, Professor of African Theatre, University of Leeds 
 
 
The Music of Emmanuel Nunes 

 
£400 awarded to David Frier in support of a one-day Conference and Concert of the Music of 
Emmanuel Nunes at the School of Music, University of Leeds, on 8 December 2007 
 
This event was organised as a joint venture by Dr. Michael Spencer of the School of Music and the 
Camões Centre for Portuguese Language, based in the Department of Spanish, Portuguese and 
Latin-American Studies. The event also served as the official inauguration of the Camoes Centre at 
Leeds; and the Portuguese Consul General in Manchester, Dr. José Macedo Leão, was present for 
the entire day’s activities, as well as the Dean of the Faculty of Arts, Professor Andrew Thompson, 
and the Head of the School of Modern Languages and Cultures, Professor Mark Williams. 
 
Approximately forty people (several of whom had come from other universities in the UK) were 
present during the conference, which consisted of four academic papers, followed by an enthusiastic 
response from Professor Nunes himself and a brief question-and-answer session with the composer. 
The keynote speaker (José Miguel Fernández from IRCAM in Paris) offered a detailed and visually 
stimulating outline of electro-acoustic effects in Lichtung III, while the other papers by João Rafael 
from Freiburg, and the freelance composers Jean-Pascal Chaigne and Fabrice Goubin, covered the 
works Wandlungen, Einspielung II, and the relationship between text and musical form in the opera 
Das Märchen respectively. 
 
The conference was followed by a public concert of approximately one hour, where Will Lane 
(violin) played Nunes’ Improvisation II and another contemporary piece, Jelek by Kurtág. The 
concert was attended by approximately fifty people, including members of the Portuguese 
community in Leeds, enthusiasts for Professor Nunes’ music who had travelled specially from 
Chester and Sheffield, and Dr Hatton, representing the Leeds Philosophical and Literary Society.  
 
A reception was held at the end of the day in the Department of Spanish, Portuguese and Latin-
American Studies. The event will receive some coverage in a forthcoming number of the Portuguese 
cultural journal Jornal de Letras. We gratefully acknowledge the support of the Leeds Philosophical 
and Literary Society in helping to bring Professor Nunes and his wife (as his carer) to Leeds from 
Paris, both of whom remarked on the excellent welcome and hospitality they received. As a direct 
result of this event, Dr. Spencer and one of his research students have been invited to the premiere of 
the composer’s new opera in Lisbon in late January. 

 
Dr. David Frier, Head, Department of Spanish, Portuguese and Latin-American Studies. 
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